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UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres 

On World Meteorological Day

March 2022 

• Early Warning Systems (EWS) are a 
proven, effective and cost-efficient 
climate adaptation and disaster risk 
management measure

• EWS deliver financial benefits & a 
10-fold return on investment

• Half of countries globally are not 
protected by EWS

• EW4All: UN SG initiative to 
achieve universal coverage of 
EWS by 2027

Early Warnings for All: Background
“Today, one third of the world’s people […] 

are still not covered by early warning 
systems… This is unacceptable, particularly 

with climate impacts sure to get even worse. 
To that end, I announce the United Nations 
will spearhead new action to ensure every 

person on Earth is protected by early warning 

systems within five years. “ 



Timeline

Preparatory Implementation

December 2027
November 2027

COP32



Available at WMO online library

Launched on Monday 7 November 
at COP 27, 
received huge support 

Early Warnings for All Action Plan gets 
overwhelming backing at COP27

https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=11426
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/news/early-warnings-all-action-plan-gets-overwhelming-backing-cop27


Four pillars of Early Warnings for All: 3.1 b$ 2023-27
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Value Cycle Approach



Early Warnings for All: Pillar Leads & Partners

Pillar 1

Pillar 2

Pillar 4

Pillar 3

Led by

Led by

Led by

Led by
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Development Approach

• Pillar implementation strategies developed and 

coordinated across pillars considering activities from 

global to national level

• Derive national action plans based on country needs 

and priorities (hazards) complementing existing 

initiatives
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Pillar 2 - Implementation Strategy

• Outcome 1: Observations meet the data requirements to monitor high-impact 

hazards → Space Systems

• Outcome 2: Enhanced global, regional and national data management and 

processing for forecasting and warning systems → Assimilation of space-based 

data

• Outcome 3: All priority hydromet hazards are forecasted → Nowcasting using 

Space Systems

• Outcome 4: Warnings produced and disseminated in an efficient and timely 

manner for all priority hazards

• Outcome 5: Relevant policy, institutional mechanisms and stakeholder 

engagement processes are in place to support MHEWSs



Focus Countries



Focus Countries

Focus Countries in the

Americas

• Ecuador

• Guyana

• Antigua & Barbuda

• Barbados

• Haiti

• Guatemala



Focus Countries

EW4ALL National Workshops

• EW4All Rapid Assessments have 
finished for the first 30 pilot countries

• The Early Warnings for All Initiative 
(EW4All) is rapidly gaining ground in 
countries

• Inter-pillar coordination with the UN-

country coordinator (UNCT) 

interaction is being developed in all

countries.

• The workshop framework lies on gap 
analysis using the Minimum Core 
Capability Tool and other material 
from the EW4All interpillar checklist
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